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THE ENVIRONMENT IS AN ESSENTIAL FACTOR IN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT; THIS IS WHY ASECAP AND ITS MEMBERS

ARE STRONGLY COMMITTED TO THE SUBJECT.  THIS LEAFLET HIGHLIGHTS SOME OF THE EFFORTS

THAT THE OPERATORS OF THE EUROPEAN TOLL INFRASTRUCTURES DEVOTE TO ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES.
A MAJOR PART OF THE EXISTING EUROPEAN TOLLED NETWORK IS OF RECENT DEVELOPMENT, 
CONSEQUENTLY TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THE MOST STATE-OF-THE-ART ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTIVE SOLUTIONS, 
OFTEN EVEN MORE ADVANCED THAN EXISTING LEGISLATIVE PROVISIONS.  
FURTHERMORE, THE ENVIRONMENT IS THE SUBJECT OF A NUMBER OF STUDIES AND ACTIONS AIMED TO OPTIMIZE

THE ADDED VALUE THAT THE INFRASTRUCTURE BRINGS TO DRIVERS, THE TERRITORY AND ITS INHABITANTS, 
WHILST MITIGATING NEGATIVE IMPACTS, IF ANY.
RESPECTFUL OF NATURE AND CULTURAL VALUES, THE TOLL INFRASTRUCTURES SET NEW AND HIGHER REFERENCE STANDARDS,
IN TERMS OF ACCESSIBILITY, SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENT, IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR USERS AND THE COMMUNITY.
THE E



AS FAR AS THE TOLL INFRASTRUCTURES OPERATORS ARE CONCERNED, 
THE ENVIRONMENT IS THE SUBJECT OF A MULTIPLICITY OF STUDIES

AND ACTIONS AIMED TO MAXIMIZE THE ADDED VALUE THAT THE INFRASTRUCTURE

GIVES TO THE TERRITORY AND ITS INHABITANTS, WHILE MINIMIZING ALL THE NEGATIVE IMPACTS.

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE NEIGHBOURING CITIZENS, THE IMPACT OF THE INFRASTRUCTURES IS TO BE MINIMIZED. 
A WIDE RANGE OF SOLUTIONS ARE USED TO PROTECT LOCAL COMMUNITIES

AND ENSURE HEALTHY AND SAFE LIVING IN THE AREAS CROSSED BY THE MOTORWAYS.

Caring about Citizens j

f Environmentally-Conscious Motorways f Advanced Technologies for Water 
Treatment and Noise Abatement
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2 3Preserve natural waterways

The original water flowing
paths are respected and
preserved by means of
specific passages whenever
possible, to prevent any
unforeseen damage to the
territory. 

Let the fauna crossing
available

Local fauna habits are not
disrupted by modern
motorways, since design
includes also analysis and
preservation of existing paths
between the motorway sides.

Protecting and enhancing
local species

Controlled and maintained
with very high frequency, 
the motorways green belts
are natural ground for control,
implant and enhancement 
of local species, under very
good conditions.

5 6Promote natural local
vegetation

Specific studies are performed
on local vegetation, in order
to keep the green areas
coherent with the territory
and to use the motorways
green space as a mean to
promote local flora.

Recycling construction
material

Materials for construction
and maintenance are
carefully selected, in order to
prevent waste, and often
recycled, either on site while
maintaining or with material
coming from other dismissed
infrastructures 

2 Special-featured sound
barriers

Where local conditions makes
it necessary, high efficiency,
sound barriers are put in
place to further abate noise,
preventing also harm to small
birds by means of special
birds of prey shapes on
transparent surfaces.

1 Green cushion belts

As natural pollution and
noise abating means, green
belts are created to protect
local communities from
disturbances by the
motorway traffic.

Surface lets water pass

The porous drainage surface
let water pass, reducing the
water on the surface.

Impermeable layer

The impermeable layer brings
the water to the ditch.

Ditch

The ditch gathers all the
wastewater, that is treated
before it has contact with the
environment.

1 Noise by conventional
pavement

Noise is a by-product of the
wheels-pavement contact.
In the conventional,
impermeable pavements, 
all the sound waves are
reflected, so that the whole
noise is directed to the
surrounding environment.

2 Drainage pavement effect

Rolling on a drainage
pavement, part of the noise
is not reflected, but absorbed
by the pavement, thus
reducing the annoyance.
By the way, the majority of
pavement materials are
recycled and re-used by
means of advanced
technologies.

3 Dealing "naturally" 
with the slopes

Landscaping and
environmental engineering
techniques are used
whenever possible to ensure
the stability of slopes, instead
of artificial constructions.

1 Neutralizing on-site

Emergency teams are trained
and equipped so as to direct
the spilled materials and
neutralize them with the
most appropriate means.
Special emergency vehicles
are available, as well as traffic
control centers that are in
charge of co-ordinating the
distress calls.

2 Dealing with spillage

Spilled liquids must not enter
in contact with surrounding
natural soil. To this end 
all the waste water is 
directed to ditches, 
where it can be 
controlled and treated.
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4 Preventing  danger to
wildlife

Since motorway traffic can
constitute an actual danger
for wildlife, protection nets
and other features are used
to prevent animals from
entering the paved space or
other potentially dangerous
facilities.

4

f Operating for Environment Safety
ONCE THE MOTORWAY IS READY AND OPEN TO TRAFFIC, ATTENTION

HAS TO BE PAID TO DANGERS FROM TRAFFIC AND ACCIDENTS. 
SPILLAGE OF POLLUTANTS IS DEALT WITH BY CONFINING

THE LIQUIDS, AT ANY EVENT DIRECTED IN THE CLOSED

WASTE LIQUIDS TREATMENT SYSTEM, 
AND BY INTERVENING ON-SITE

WITH APPROPRIATE TECHNIQUES

OF NEUTRALIZATION.

E U R O P E A N E N V I R O N M E N T A L L Y - C O N S C I O U S T O L L I N F R A S T R U C T U R E S

DEALING WITH THE WATER IS A DOUBLE FACED PROBLEM, 
THAT AFFECTS ALSO TRAFFIC NOISE. EXTENSIVE USE OF DRAINAGE

PAVEMENTS - WHERE THE SUPERFICIAL LAYER IS POROUS - ALLOWS

FOR WATER LAYER AND CONSEQUENT SPRAYING REDUCTION, 
WITH A VERY POSITIVE EFFECT ON VISIBILITY AND SAFETY. 
WATER IS EVENTUALLY DIRECTED TO PROPER DITCHES AND TREATED,
SINCE IT CONTAINS POLLUTANTS. A SIDE EFFECT OF DRAINAGE

PAVEMENT IS THE NOISE ABATEMENT, DUE TO THE PARTICULAR

WHEEL - PAVEMENT INTERACTION.

Helping the Cultural and Territorial Heritage j
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4 Landscaping included 
in design and contruction

Integrated in every phase 
of motorways planning,
landscaping is not a separate
or added activity, but rather a
fundamental part of the
motorways design and
construction.

3.a

Link people and cultures

Service areas, information
posts, are also used 
to put the users in contact
with local culture 
and products, 
serving as territory 
promotion tools.

Revaluate and protect
archaeological sites

Often archaeological sites are
discovered during
construction and preserved
by toll motorways operators
allowing motorway users to
stop and visit them.

Showing the territory

Secluded or neglected towns,
interesting sites and
landscapes are brought to
new life, thanks to special
links from the motorways.
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